Directors Report September 2025

UBCM Conference Victoria

As many may well be aware of, the UBCM conference just wrapped up a week long convention in
Victoria. Mayors across the province showed considerable solidarity on a variety of issues that have
plagued the Province for the last how many years. Homelessness, drug addiction, lack of medical
resources and declining provincial support for local government were at the top of the list.

For the North Island , the City of Campbell River Mayor was able to garner considerable support from
across the province on critical issues such as the forestry industry which has been burdened with
considerable provincial red tape over the past few years to the loss of resource jobs here on the North
Island. It was very encouraging to see both the North Island MLA and the MP support this important
movement.

Other items that garnered plenty of interest at UBCM is the proposed changes to the Heritage
Conservation Act and the landmark First Nations recent court win in Richmond where First Nations
here on Vancouver Island were granted aboriginal over private freehold land . This recent Court
decision is being appealed by the Province and other first Nations

Both of these items have serious implications for all property owners here in BC.

For those who have not heard of this Heritage Conservation Act before that is quite understandable.
For many private property owners they have never had to consider if their properties might contain
objects that are of interest to First Nations. One of the proposed changes to this Provincial Legislation
is the creation of mandatory regulations that would require all properties to do a mandatory
archaeological assessment before property is put up for sale. Regulations such as that could add
serious delays to the whole process of selling a home or even buying a home.

For the meantime the Province has suspended any changes to the Act while the Province seeks
consultation from local government.

Municipal Involvement in Electoral Area Land Planning

This item was on the last Regional Board Agenda in September where my Alternate covered this Board
Meeting while I was attending to other business.

The Electoral Area Planning Service has always been open to any Municipality who wishes to join and
pay the required costs which is based on a dollar amount per assessed value per property.



Since the creation of the Strathcona Regional District and except for a brief period where the
municipalities were a part of the Electoral Area Planning Service, the Electoral L.and Planning
Service has not had any municipal involvement. It has been funded solely by the Electoral Area’s.

While the service has functioned well over the years and has respected that beyond providing oversight
on decision making, Electoral Area Directors have not interfered with each other and their wishes to
approve or disapprove items.

Well that long standing tradition changed in this term.

In 2023 T brought a motion to the Strathcona Gardens Commission asking for a staff report as to why
the Strathcona Gardens was only being funded by the City of Campbell River and Area D.

This was an appropriate motion that was supported both at the Strathcona Gardens meeting and the
Regional Board. It was about time to seek clarification as to why a facility that has serviced the entire
Regional District for the last how many years is only funded by 2 participants.

My motion offended all three rural directors , Area A Director Whalley, Area B Director Vonesch and
Area C Director Mawhinney.

It is note worthy to mention that here on Vancouver Island there are a number of Electoral Area’s
that do support and help fund recreation centres in their Regional District.

For a period of time it was the Directors for Area A and Area C that engaged in conduct that made it
very difficult to advance any Area D business.

When Directors vote against the findings of a public hearing without any meaningful reason that is
concerning. While both Directors did reverse their votes at the next board meeting all those applicants
affected by the initial vote had to go through the process of a second public hearing.

Both Directors Whalley and Director Mawhinney through their behavior at the EASC Board table
interfered with several pieces of Area D business over the course of a how many months making it
very difficult to advance any business for final approval.

The matter of municipal involvement in electoral area planning is still before the board and this item
will be further discussed perhaps in Oct and no later than Nov. There are certainly Pro’s and Cons that
need to be weighed carefully. Land-use decisions is serious work and every applicant who is going
through the development process expects that their application will be treated without prejudice and
decisions will be based on merit and facts.

It is concerning that as it stands at this time all it takes is two rural directors to ignore all the facts
and register a no vote.

It is equally concerning that two Directors decided that it was appropriate to try and bully a Director for
bringing a motion to the board on matter that is of great concern in this community and that is the
funding of the Strathcona Gardens.



