Directors Report Oct 2025

Strathcona Gardens Update

At the Oct 22 Strathcona Gardens meeting there was a brief public session where the committee was
given an update on the progress of the current construction of the new pool area. I am happy to say that
construction has been progressing on track and on budget. As of Oct 30% of the work has now been
completed.

As many may well be aware of there was a rather significant media release from the SRD Oct 22 2025
regarding the proposed construction of the arena, and I think the media release speaks well as the
Gardens Commission is hitting the pause button for the next several weeks to consider all options
before moving forward.

I know that many folks in the community have had mixed reactions to the proposed construction of the
ice rink.

At my townhall meeting of Nov 29" I am looking forward to a vigorous discussion on this important
item.

Traffic Study Update

I know many in the community are waiting patiently on this very important item which I was hoping
would be concluding soon. The current government strike has delayed this item, and unfortunately I do
not know when this will resume.

SRD staff are well aware how important this Traffic Study is to the community and I have been assured
that once the strike concludes SRD staff will be pushing for this to resume.

Oyster River Dike and Floodplain Service

As mentioned in previous reports I am in the process of merging these two services that affect a
number of households that are along the oyster river and in the floodplain area.

In a nutshell the service needs to ensure that there is enough money to both maintain the dike and flood
controls on the oyster river and ensure that there is enough funds down the road for replacements which
will be required at some point.

SRD staff have recommended that the most economical way way to achieve the goal of the two
services is to merge them together as the two services does provide the same benefit. This will allow a
the single service to function as the current two services are and allow for a modest tax increase to
bring the annual budget of the single service to the recommended amount of $37,000 per year.



This has gone out to the province for their approval so I do expect that in about six weeks the SRD will
be looking approval from those residents that are affected by these two services. I would hope that
residents recognize the value here and will not be opposed when this goes out to the AAP process.

Campbell River Fire Protection Service Update

The Campbell River Fire Protection Service has now been converted to a service which now paves the
way for SRD staff to negotiate a new service agreement with the City. For those that are not familiar
with the history of this service, this is the first time since the service was created in 1977 that this
contract is being reviewed and updated with new terms.

Townhall Meeting

It is that time of year to have another townhall meeting. I have booked the Oyster Bay Resort Hall for
Nov 29" 2025. This event will start at 1:30pm and doors open at 1:00pm.

As this hall has limited space and seating you must reserve a seat by emailing me jrice@srd.ca.

If you did not receive an email from me then please reserve your seat as soon as possible.



