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Hard to believe that there is only one more Regional Board Meeting which will mark another year gone by.

Strathcona Gardens Update
I know many in the community are waiting patiently to hear what direction the Strathcona Gardens board will take 
considering the high participation in the AAP process and the numerous public comments by the user groups that use 
the arena. What I find quite shocking is that many of the user groups want more and a near zero disruption to current 
ice time.  Many feel across the various user groups that it is time that any arena  being considered needs to have three 
sheets of ice. There seems to be no acknowledgement with the user groups that available land to even consider such 
an idea does not exist, and the best option at this time and has been over the decade of consulting with the public is to 
make the existing site work. Equally, I have not heard any dialogue from the various user groups as to how it is even 
possible given the current tax base to fund this much larger arena that will certainly cost far more than the current 2 
sheets of ice proposal. 

Dec 10th is our next gardens meeting, and I expect there will be a very lively debate. 

Feel free to email your comments on this important item. jrice@srd.ca

Recovery Support Services on the North Island
You would think that any external  committee with the name of “ COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELLNESS 
COMMITTEE” that also has  three elected officials on this committee would jump at the opportunity to seek financial 
support from the Regional District to fund a consultant who would be tasked with  providing a report on the need for 
expanded bed-based recovery services and second-stage housing for adult men.

Well this motion was not supported at the Community Health and Wellness Committee! 

What is quite telling is the committee did receive a presentation at this very meeting regarding the lack of suitable 
supports for homeless young men. 

It should be no secret that homeless young men who are struggling with drug addiction have always lacked suitable 
support services, and it should be no secret that the number of young men on the streets struggling with drug 
addictions have always far outnumber young women. 

On a good note,  this item was on the Regional Board Agenda and the motion did carry. 

However, the comments made by one Director who also did not support the motion were quite offensive particularly 
to all the “Mothers and the Fathers” who still grieve for the loss of their boys who were young men and have died 
through drug addiction.

The Directors objections to the motion was because it contained “ expanded bed-based recovery services and second-
stage housing for adult men”  and felt that the word men was inappropriate as it was gender specific. 

The irony in all of this is support services for men are different then for women and are gender specific.

While this is only a first step in having the Regional District support this very important Community Health 
issue ,Island Health and the Province need to finally step up and fund actual solutions without the years of delay.

mailto:jrice@srd.ca


Attracting New Doctors
There was an interesting motion at the last Regional Board Meeting that is seeking information on how the Regional 
District can attract new doctors. The motion was as follows, 

“THAT the Regional District investigate the feasibility of establishing a Regional Primary Care Support Service under 
the Local Government Act to assist with recruitment, retention, and administrative support for family physicians and 
other primary care providers within the Strathcona Regional District”

It will be interesting to see further information from SRD staff on this very important item.  This motion did carry 
with a clear majority of support. 

Transit Service and Bus Shelters
At the last Regional Board meeting area D did receive support from the board to move forward with improvements to 
the bus stops at Shelter Bay Resort and Engles Rd on the water side including 2 bus shelters in 2026 for those stops. 

This upgrade is valued at approx $120,000 and it will be funded using zero tax dollars.

Any efforts to enhance transit Infrastructure is welcome and supported by BC Transit.

Municipal Involvement in Electoral Area Planning Update
This item is still working through presentations to each municipal Mayor and Council meetings. I do not know when 
this item will be back on the Regional Board agenda. 

Yes, I share concerns just like the other three rural directors. The rural directors for Area A,B,C and D have received 
no details of how things will actually work should this move forward.

There is no question that “Land Planning” is serious work for any local government. When this item comes back to 
the board I do expect a vigorous debate and while I be advocating for Area D to ensure the Director plays a prominent 
role in Area D’s business I am also mindful of the shameful actions of two rural directors who thought it was 
appropriate to hijack several pieces of area D business over the course of several months. 
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