Directors Report June 2025

Bylaw Enforcement

As some are aware in the community the SRD has been looking for the past several months for a
bylaw person. This is a very competitive position that local governments across the island struggle with
trying to find suitable qualified candidates that are willing to relocate to the Campbell River Area.

A recent conversation with the SRD CAO Mr. Leitch I was advised that the SRD is even willing to
help train a serious candidate for this position.

In the meantime there is other staff who are doing “Bylaw Enforcement”. However in some situations
where there is specialized training such as dealing with homeless people, the SRD will look to other
agencies like the RCMP that have the training for that enforcement.

If anyone would like a career in Bylaw please contact the SRD.

Oyster Bay Rest Stop Extended Stays

I can appreciate the concerns that the community has with extended overnight stays and all the
problems that come with that. Since taking office T have been proactive with regards to extended stays
at this rest stop, and where possible I have engaged other agencies that can actually help some of those
that have stayed at this rest stop. As I have said numerous times the SRD has no authority with
regards to the Oyster Bay Rest Stop, and the SRD has no bylaws that are being broken with people
choosing to extend their stays.

The Ministry of Transportation has their own policies and under their guidance they will work with
Bylaw Officers who are trained. The RCMP are also capable and trained for this purpose however the
RCMP are usually dealing with other problems of police enforcement, and not always available to deal
with these kinds of issues in the moment.

The Ministry of Transportation is well aware of the situation and I am confident that action will be
taken to ensure this does not escalate over the summer months.

Bulk Water Contract with the City of Campbell River

At the last Regional Board Meeting the Board voted in favour of the new Bulk Water Contract with the
City of Campbell River. This is a two year contract that will expire at the end of 2026 and it did
include a bulk water rate reduction. I voted in favour of this new contract and I did thank the City of
Campbell River Directors for the reduction of bulk water costs for this contract.

What this means for Area D is that the user rate for water will remain unchanged until the next
Election Cycle has been completed.



Stormwater Management

Area D does not have a Stormwater Management plan or service and over the years the required
infrastructure has never been implemented. Over the past months I have been exploring this with SRD
engineering staff and the first reports indicate that if Area D was to move forward with Stormwater
Management a conservative estimate is over $44 million for the required infrastructure for the entire
community.

After consideration, SRD staff will be focusing on two key area’s in the community. Funds have been
committed to continue with further investigations for the “Oyster Bay Rest Stop Area” and the
“Mitlenatch Area.” While this investigation is still in the early stages it is hoped that by completing
these critical studies that Area D will be in a position to apply for Provincial or Federal Grants.

The lack of Stormwater Management has been a long standing problem for the community. If Area D
can move forward with this this will also allow greater collaboration with The Ministry of
Transportation on all new roads and all new house construction in the community to ensure that our
ditches function without issues even during heavy rain periods that are now a common experience in
the community.



