Directors Report August 2025

This has been a busy month for Area D with many items to report on.

Oyster Bay Rest Stop Update

As I mentioned in previous reports the Ministry of Transportation is considering many changes for this
area given the number of problems that continue to happen with greater frequencies.

I am happy to report that new signs have been ordered for this area, and while I do not have an ETA on
when they will be ready it is my understanding that they are a priority item. It is also worthy to mention
that our MLA has been following this carefully and is well informed with the ongoing communications.
The MLA has been most helpful in steering towards a solution for this loved space in community.

Reallocation of Growing Community Fund

The Board approved a number of reallocation's from the Growing Community Fund to address other
projects that have a pressing need. As part of this reallocation Area D received an additional $200,466
in funding which will be used towards the Storie Creek trail construction. This money will be used to
extend the existing trail and connect the existing trail network in Seawave and Storie Creek parks
which will also include two new pedestrian bridges and an additional 100m of boardwalk. In addition
Area D does retain $120k for 4 Transit Shelters and $50,000 for a water pressure study and $50,000 to
address drainage and culverts problems in the community.

Water Meter Project Update

With phase 1 of this project nearing completion it only made sense to the Board to award the phase 2
contract to Edgett who has done an outstanding job considering the size project, and given the complex
locations where some water connections existed.

The second phase will focus on locating the hard to find water connections that could not be located
prior to phase one to ensure that those property owners also receive a water meter.

Many property owners have already been notified that they are in the phase 2 project. Please take the
time to contact the SRD if you have received such a notice and take the time to confirm if they have
located your water service.



Campbell River Fire Service Update

Many may be wondering why the Board just recently approved motions that would see this very
important service converted from a function to a service and includes establishing a bylaw for this
service. To keep things simple, this is a very outdated service and in order to make any changes to the
existing contract there was a need to update the service in accordance with s 341 of the local
government act.

This new bylaw being Bylaw 618 still needs to be approved by the Province. Once approved this will
allow the SRD to to enter into serious negotiations with the City of Campbell River for changes to this
service while still investigating next steps to Area D having their own firehall and service.

Oyster River Bank and Dike Management

A recent report presented to the Board regarding the Oyster River Bank Management and Dike
Management highlighted that while the current measures that are in place to slow down river bank
erosion and ensure that the dike will help to mitigate flooding there is now a need to ensure that
suitable funds are available to continue long term management.

For those residents who live in the Oyster River Area and would like a copy of this report please email
me jrice@srd.ca.

The report has a wealth of information and is certainly of interest to area residents as it does make
several recommendations including highlighting the fact that it might make more sense to merge both
the Oyster River Bank Protection Service and the Oyster River Flood Protection Service and it notes
that to address long term management the tax requisition should increase by $20,500 per year.

Staff will be returning further reports well before the start of budget talks which happen mid December.
Expect further information over the next few months on these important services.

As the summer winds down I am preparing for the UBCM convention in Sept. [ am looking forward to
scheduling a variety of meetings with various Ministers and their staff.

Please note that my Alternate Terry Browne will be stepping in to attend both the Strathcona Gardens
Meeting and the Regional Board meetings in Sept while I enjoy a bit of downtime before the UBCM

conference.

If you have a concern, please contact me. I can be reached at 250.203.1598 or via email jrice@srd.ca.



